
Four Common Relief Carving Steps:
(1) Outlining or Setting In; (2) Wasting Away; (3) Grounding (4) Modeling
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Relief Carving Demonstration
Shallow, High & Pierced

by Gene Bengel
 Next Meeting Sunday, January 8th!

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, Wisconsin
Board meeting 12:30 p.m. General Meeting 1:30 p.m.  Library Open.

Happy New Year!! Last chance to register for May 2023 Chippers Show before the Jan 1st price increase!
Mail your registration & fee to Paul Wolters Today!

Low Relief Carving



Regular Club Meetings 

The Mid. Wis. Chippers Club meets at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, Wis. 
(by Neenah High School) on the first Sunday of each month (except as noted.)  
Meetings are at 1:30 p.m. (except our December potluck with a noon setup & lunch at 1:00 p.m.)
Board meetings are at 12:30 p.m. (No Board meeting in December.)

 August 28 Show 'n Tell (or "How I spent my summer vacation")
  October 2 Power Carving Demonstration Part 1 by Chris Rigotti, Steve Binder & Gene Bengel

Flexible shaft, micromotor, rotary and reciprocating tools plus dust collectors
plus Betsy Popp 2023 Buck Class Preview

  November 13 Power Carving Demonstation Part 2 by Keith Melzer & Patrick Pelkey
Bit shapes, sizes, brands, materials  from diamond, steel, ceramic, and ruby to 
sanding drums, Attachments for hogging, texturing, both rough and detail work 

  December 4 Christmas & Holiday Potluck 
 January 8 Relief Carving Demo & Presentation (Shallow, Deep & Pierced) by Gene Bengel
 February 5 Creativity, Inspiration & Skill Development Panel Discussion 

by Barb Behm, Linda Gomach, Betsy Popp, Virginia Temme
 March 5 Choosing & Applying Protective Coatings to Woodburnings & Carvings by Jeff Becker
 April 2 Show Preview, Judging Pre-registration, Friendship Canes, Elections
 May 7 47th Annual Show at Oshkosh Convention Center
 May 21 Mid-Wis. Chippers Carver Slide Show by Paul Wolters & Annual Show Review

2022-2023 Club Meeting Calendar 
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Mid-Wis. Chippers Club Library 
catalog Now On Line!

Our club library book & magazine holdings are now available on-line at: 
http://midwisconsinchippers.weebly.com/  
You can search by category, title or author. 

Club members! Look on-line for carving books. We have lots of reference materials. 
Then just bring your list to the meeting and retrieve the wanted books from their bins on the tables.

Ask Librarian John Goheen, if you need help.

December Club Report

The potluck set up began at 12:30 p.m. 

Betsy Popp and Jerry Lindow brought wood and cutouts for sale.  The meal was opened at 1 pm by Tim 
Gosz with grace led by William Tuchscherer.   Total attendance was 40.  
Dues, 2023 Chippers Show table  and class registration fees were collected.   

The food was terrific. The club provided ham & turkey, rolls, utensils, plates, napkins and coffee. The 
members brought a great variety of  appetizers, entrees, side dishes and desserts.  There was pumpkin pie 
with whipped cream, cream cheese kringle, cherry crisp, cookies, filled dates, marshmallow desserts, fruit, 
several cheese balls, crackers, tortilla chips, chicken, potato salad, baked beans, coleslaw,  bacon wrapped 
chestnuts, wrapped meatballs, salads, dips, and so many delectible treats that I cannot recall them all. Yum!!

After the potluck, the club held Show 'n Tell.
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Bill Tuchscherer showed his finished Brett Farve woodburning.  Last month we saw the work in progress 
(center) and now the finished art on the right. Bill had some help on the painting and looks to develop his 
painting skills.  Below Bill showed a joint effort with a basswood relief carving of Arnold palmer by Paul 
Wolters which Bill is enhancing with woodburning texture and color.

Show 'N Tell Photos - December 4th Meeting 
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Collaborative artwork by Paul 
Wolters & William Tuchscherer of 
golf legend Arnold Palmer in relief 
with woodburned color & texture.

Pyrography is a wonderful art, able to produce photo-realistic images.  It also is a terrific 
tool to enhance carvings.  Texturing bird feathers and animal fur and adding scales to fish 
and reptiles isn't all it can do.  Here Bill shows off pyrography's ability to add tone, color 
and texture by woodburning a carved relief.

Carve & 
burn those 
Friendship 
Cane 
blocks!!!



Dave Wirth was an avid duck hunter.  He has been carving a 
series of ducks native to Wisconsin. Here is Dave's latest - an 
American Widgeon.

Show 'N Tell Photos - December 4th Meeting 

The Egyptian Princess was carved by 
Virginia Temme in basswood with a natural 
finish.

Richard Young carved this girl with 
umbrella.  That fancy umbrella is 
very impressive.  If I tried that it 
would likely end up as a broken 
bumbershoot.



The Kettle Karvers Show is Back!

The Kettle Karvers Klub is resuming its annual Artistry in Wood Woodcarving & Wood 
Sculpture Show on April 23, 2023 at a new venue in Sheboygan. Their last show was 
in 2019.

The Kettle Karvers 30th Show will be held at Emil Mazey Hall, 5425 Superior Avenue, 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin on Sunday, April 23rd from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Show will include a raffle of carving and pyrographic works to raise funds for club 
operations.  Donations for the raffle may be made on the show day.  Exhibitors may 
participate at a cost of $25 per table.  Carvers who sell carvings are responsible for 
Wisconsin sales tax.
 
There will be a Judged Competition based on the point system with ten points each 
for Creativity; Workmanship, Detail; and Quality of Finish.  There will be 14 
categories:
1. Abstract/Ornamental
2. Bark Carving
3. Bird of Prey/Game Bird
4. Caricature
5. Chip Carving
6. Fish
7. Group
8. Human
9. Miscellaneous (Examples include: chainsaw; gunstock; intarsia; woodturning)
10. Relief
11. Shorebird/Waterfowl
12. Songbird
13. Walking Stick/Cane
14. Woodburning

The competition will have four skill levels: Novice; Intermediate; Advanced & Masters.
Note: The Kettle Karvers skill placement rules differ from those used by the Chippers.

Rules and Entry form are attached.
If you have any questions, please contact Bob Lawrence at (920) 458-4947 or email 
bob.kettlekarvers@att.net.

Competition Note!
Each carving club sets its own rules for their Carving Competitions.  There is considerable variability from club to 
club in how carvers are designated by skill level and how they advance.  Also, Judging varies from competion 
finish order to judging against a standard.  So pay attention to each club's rules!



Snow Daze Carve In has a great crew of teachers.  The registration form is attached.  The deadline 
for registration is March 1, 2023, but many of these classes will fill fast.  St. Cloud is a 5 1/2 hour 
drive from Neenah.  There is a $140 registration fee which includes 3 meals plus the class fee.






